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Agastya is perhaps the most famous of the 
Rishis of India. His exploits are as well- 
known in the South of India as in the 
North. Agastya, besides, is a familiar f igure 
in South-East Asian mythology, too. 

Scattered over the Vedas, the Brahmanas and 
the Puranas, the references to Agastya are 
far too numerous to be coherent. Yet there 
are some points where the diverse 
accounts seem to converge. For instance 
there is general agreement that he was 
born in a jar, which gave him the name 
Kumbha - Sambhava; that his wife was 
Lopamudra; that he often acted as the 
friend, guide and philosopher to Indra ; 
that though almost a dwarf in size he had 
disciplined himself to achieve incredible 
feats of strength, and last but not least, he 
had had close links with the land to the 
south of the Vindhya mountains. 

Parallels to the stories in Sanskrit are 
popular in Tamil. Some scholars identify 
Agastya as the author of the hoary Tamil 
treatise, "AKATTIYAM" and as the teacher 
of the author of "TOLKAPPIYAM", the 
oldest extant work on linguistics in Tamil. 

Whatever may be the verdict on these 
disputed details, Agastya's role in the 
cultural integration of our country appears 
to have been important and significant. 
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SAøE A6ASTYA WAS RNOMYN /N ALL 
THE THR.EE WORLDS FOR H/5 
W/5DO/A AND V/RTUE. ONE DAV HE 
CAME UPON A STRANDE SK5HT 
!N A FORES T. 






































A6ASTYA SEARCHED LON6 AND HARD /N ALL THE THREE 
WORLDS, BUT COULD NOT F/ND THE IDEAL WOMAN. 


I I 5HALL 
* HAVE TO ' 
CREATE HER 
TAKING IN ALL 
THAT 15 M05T 
BEAUTIFUL. ( 














































AT THAT TIME THE EJN6 OF 
VIDAR.BHA WA5 PER.FORMIN& 
5EVERE PENANCES 50 THAT HE 
Ml<5HT HAVE A CHILD. 


THE CHILD, I HAVE 
CREATED, SHALL 
BIRTH AS THE 
PAUøHTER. OF 
THIS ICIN<3. 



O BRAHMANS, MY % 
PENANCES HAVE BEEN 
FRUITFUL. I HAVE 
BEEN BLESSED WITH 
^ A DAUGHTER. > 


A FEW MON THE LATER THE QUEEN 
<5AVE BIRTH TO A BABV. THE /fc/MS 
WA5 OVERJOVED. 

















































































LOPAMUPRfi 6REW UP INTO /) 
BEPiUTIFUL AND WRTUOUS (b/RL 


I MUST FINP 
A WORTHY 
HUSBAN P 
FOR HER.. 



LOPAMUPRA MUST 
NOW BE REAPY 
FOR MARRIAGE. 

I SHALL 60 TO HER. 
FATHER ANP AStC 
FOR HER HANP. Å 


MEPNWHILE — 






















































AFTER. THE WEDD!N(b ~ 


LOPAMUPRA, YOUR 
ROYAL ROBE5 PO 
NOT BEFIT A SAØE’S 
WIFE. PIØCARP 
THEM. 



























































































MY LORD, I TOO 
WI5H TO BE 
PLEASED. A 


THE DEYS PEGSED END LOPEMUDRE 
SERVED HER HUSBEND MOST 
EXCELLENTLY. ONE DEY- 


LOPAMU DRA, YOU HAVE 
PLEASED ME WELL. 















































WHEN HE REACHED THE COUfiZT OF SRUTAFVA 


I HAVE COME 
TO VOU FOR 
WEALTH.6IVE 
ME WHAT 
YOU CAN 
SPARE. . 


O 6REAT ONE, WHAT CAN 
I PO FOR YOU ? ^ 





































































BUT fC/NO BRIHADASTHA 
TOO HAD NO WEALTH TO 
SPARE, i- 


PERHAPS Kl Nø 
TRASAPASYU 
WOULD .BE 
ABLE TO HELP. 
LET US ALL 
øO TO HIM. 





























































APPPOACHED H/M 


EXPENDITURE ARE 
EQUAL.BUT 
I 5HALL COME 
TO VOUR AID 
IF YOU NEED IT. v 



THE THPEE K/N6S LOO/CED AT 
ONE ANOTHEP AND SPORE AS ONE. 


THERE IS AN ASURA 
CALLED ILVALA WHO 
HAS A (3REAT DEAL 
OF WEALTH. LET US 
CbO TO HIM. 



































































ANOTHER HATEP 
BRAHMAN, THE 
©REATE5T OF 
THEM ALL,WILL 
BE PESTROVEp. 

















































































































































































ILVALA 
ACCEPTED 
HIS DE FE AT. 


WHY HAVE 
YOU COME 
HERE? 
WHAT 
CAN I DO 
FOR YOU ? 


WE KNOW 
THAT 
YOU ARE 
WEALTHY. 




ILVALA 14/A5 OH/ET 
FOR. A MOMENT. 

SHALL GIVE 
THE KING6 
10,000 CO WS 
EACH AND AO 
MANY GOLD 
COlNS.TO { 
AGASTYA -20,000 
COWS AND A5 
AAANY GOLD COINS. 

WILL ALSO GIVE 
HIAA MY 60LDEN 
CHARIOT, AND 
HORSES. 













































ASASTYA W/TH H/S SPIRITUAL 
/NS/6HT EAS/LY fcNEW WHAT 
/LVALA HAD- /N M/ND. | - 

YOU INTEND TO GIVE THE KIN6S 
10,000 COWS EACH AND AS 


MANV GOLD COINS.AND TOME, 
2 0,000 COW6,AS AAANV COINS, 
AND VOUR GOLDEN CHARIOT 
















































WHEN THEY LEET, EtaESTYE 
WENT TO L O PAM UDR.fi . 


I HAVE BROUGHT WHAT 
YOU WANTEP, 
LOPAMUDRA. 

WE WILL NOW 
LIVE AS YOU 
WI5H. 































































..THE VINDHYA MOUNTA//V 
AODEESSED THE SUN. 


O &LORIOUS SUN, 
YOU ØO AROUND 
MOUNT MERU 
EVERY DAV AND 
HONOUR HIM. 






















































































WHEN THE DEVES> S/W THIS 
THEY WERE ALAR.MED. 


THIS UNCHECKEP 
GROWTH OF 
VINPHYA WILL 
SOON PLUNGE 
THE EARTH IN 
PARKN ES 5. 


THE y WENT TO THE RAPIDLY 
GROWING MOUNTA/N. 


















































WHEN THEY HAD TOLD H/M EVERY- 
th/NG>, A(3A6>TYA 
EEA35URED 
THEM. 


DO NC 
WORRY. 

I WILL DO 
ALL I CAN, 
GO IN 




THE Y WENT TO 
THE MOUNTA/N. 


O GREAT MOUNTAIN, 

I WISH TO CROSS 
OVER VOU TO THE 
SOUTHERN COUNTRY. 
WAIT TILL I RETURN. 


O GREAT SAGE 
I WILL STOP 
INCREASING MY 
5IZE TILL YOU 
RETURN FROM 
THE SOUTH. 












































ONCE THEY HAD FEACHED 
THE OTHEF SIDE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 


7 _ LOPAMUPRA, WE WILL 

( NOT RETURN TO THE NORTH 
\TH EN VINDHYA WILL NEVER 
||B\ BE ABLE 
Ætk TO 6ROW ff^f 
ANY 

TALLER .fe/® 




LET UB 
APPROACH 
BRAHMA 
FOR 
HELP. 


THEY PARE TO 
BECAUSE 
VRITRA 
LEAPS 

V THE/V\. y 


HE MU5T 
BE 

PE5TROYEP 


THE 

KALKEYAS 
ARE NOW 
ATTACKING 
OUR 

CITIES. A 
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60 TO THE 6REAT SA6E N 

PAPHICHI AINP ASK HIM FOR 
HIS BONES. TAKE THE BONES TO 
TWASHTRI ANP ASK HIM TO / 
MAKE A WEAPON FOR YOU^g 
VVITH THEM. --jSj 


SO THE DEVEG LED BT 
INDRE , THEIR E/NG , I HENT 
TO BR.EHME. &R.BHME 
ENEW WHV THET 
HED CO/VIE . i- i| m i Mm i 




THE DEVE S CbOT THE BONEG FROM 
DEDHICHI END WENT TO TWESHTR.L 


I WILL MAKE THE WEAPON 
VAJRA FOR 

v vou. 





















































































BUT BEFOR.E THEy COULD ADVANCE, 
THE KALK.EYAS FUSHED AT THEM 




































































































VRITRA IS DEAD. 

NOW WE CAN 
VAINQUISH THE 
KALKEYA5. y 


WHEN THE OEVPS 
HEER.D THE NEWS 



















































































MEANWHiLE THE 
EALKEYAS A55EMBLED 
IN THE IR. S 

UNDER. WATER I-*T 

HOME AND ''w 

PLAN NED \ 

REVENQE. ,||J I 


WE MUST tCI LL ALL 600D 
MEN ON EARTH. THEl R 
PEATH WILL DESTR.OH 
v THE WHOLE UNIVERSE 


WE MUST PO 
OUR WORK 6Y 
NIØHT. WE 
WILL NOT BE 
FOUND OUT. 




































































WHO COULP 
THEV BE? 
WHERE PO 
THEV 
VANI5H? 


WERR/OPe END HEROES WENT IN 6EERCH 
NOT FINO THEM . 


OF THE MURDERERS, BUT COULD 


WHERE COULU 
THEV BE HIPlNø? 
WE HAVE 
5EARCHEP 
EVERVWHERE. 7 



THEV WENT TO H/M 


INDRE END THE DEVE5 
WERE PERTURBED. 


LORP, VOU HAVE ALWAY5 
COME TO OUR AIP 

WHEN WE r -—<T 

NEEPEP I WHAT 15 \ 

VOU . A IT NOW ? ) 


LET US <50 
TO VISHNU 
FOR HELP. 






















































































THE HOPEFUL DEl/FlS WENT 
TO f\&Fe>TyPi. r-- 


ØRE AT ON E, YOU \ 

CON5UMED THE 
EVIL VATAPl. YOU 
PREVENTED VINDHYA 
FROM PLUNølNø THE 
WORLD IN ETERNAL 
DARKNE50. y 


50 WE HAVE 
COME TO YOU 
FOR HELP 


WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
ME TO DO f 



















































WE WANT Y OU TO DRINK 
THE OCEAN. THEN WE 
SHALL BE ABLE TO 
KILL OUR. ENEMI ES, 

THE EVIL KALKEYAS. ^ 









































































WH... 
WHAT! 


WHERE IS ALL 
THE WATER 
^ 601 N 6 ? 


RUN 


Ab THE OCEAN BED 
BECAME VIBIBLE, THE 
KAL/CEYAB TAREN BY 
SUR.PR.IBE RAN HELTER 
5RELTER. 



THE DEVAB WER.E 
WELL PREPARED. 


'\l$ \<\\\ 

\å\4v5l 






”1 

IfiT'v’ % 



J 


// 

f attacr! DO NOT ''N 



„A— \ SPARE A SINGLE j 







































































MY TA5JC 15 ACCOMPLISHED 
I MAY NOW GO BACIC TO 
MY PENANCES.PEACE 
BE WITH YOU. 


A6ASTYA WATCHED 
WITH HAPPINESS 
THE V/CTORV OF 
THE DEl/AS. 


THU5 ONCE MORE THE JU5T AND W/SE SON OF MITRA AND 
l/ARHNA SUPPRESSED EV/L AND PROTECTED THE (bOOD . 
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Have you read these recently published 
AMAR CHITRA KATHA titles? 


RANJIT SINGH 
RAM SHASTRI 
RANI OF JHANSI 
ULOOPI 
BAJI RAO 


CHAND BIBI 
KABIR 
SHER SHAH 
DRONA 
SURYA 


URVASHI 

ADI SHANKARA 

GHATOTKACHA 

TULSIDAS 

DURGADAS 


SUKANYA 

ANIRUDDHA 

TUKARAM 



OUR NEXT TITLE: 

VASANTASENA 


IN THAT SAME TOWN LIVED l/ASANTASENA A BEAUT/FUL , 
WEALTH y DAN C ER WHO OFTEN WENT TO THE TEMPLE OF 
KAMADEVA NEAR 
av. ONE DAV - 



PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH, HINDI, MARATHI, GUJARATI, AND KANNADA. AVAILABLE AT 
ALL BOOKSTALLS OR INDIA BOOK HOUSE Secunderabad-3 (For V.P.P. orders only) 



Hail in your eoupons, once you have collected all twelve, to 
INDIA BOOK HOUSE EDUCATION TRUST, 

12 Hassa Mahal, 223, Cuffe Parade, Bombay 400 005. Mention the 
title of your choice on the last coupon collected. There 
will be an ECHO coupon in every new AMAR CHITRA 
KATHA, starting from title No 61-Ghatotkacha 
Make sure you don't miss a single new issue. 

COLLECT AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
COLLECT ECHO COUPONS and then 
COLLECT YOUR FREE ECHO BOOK 
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Kajasthan 
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Build your home Library of 

ECHO BOOKS & AMAR CHITRA KATHA 









































JJabovt « 

BfRBAL 


ofwftand 


munm 


X*to)d by Honoj Ojr 


auffiofterittv 


J)KA>v1hc; 9 j£FF FOWLER. 


THE TALE OF 

MALATIand 

MADHAV É 


ACHAITANYA 


AT ALL BOOKSELLER3 OR AT 
^RASHTP APATI ROAD, S EC U NOER A BA D 





































